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Affignrimcnt tn the riainiBs 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings* of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of r-iftgiHc? 
Claims 1-15 (canceled). 

Claim 16 (ciurently amended): T - hO 'SVS tem - ef - olQkB h g A robotic surgical system 
comprising! 

a manipulator moyablv supporting at least one surgical instmment: 
a controller comprising an input device, the controller operatively 
associated with the manipulator to cause selective movement of the instrument in 
response to inputs from an operator at the controller: and 

a clutchinp.afisemblv that is movable from a first mode to a second mode, 
wherein the clutch assembly in the first mode is configured to interrupt the 
operative association between the controller and the manipiiiat pr so that the one of thp 
input device and the surj^cal instrument is moved from one porition to. another while the 
other of the input device and surgical instrnment is held in a subst antiallv fixed position 
and to i nhibit independent repositioning of the input device in at least one rotational 
degree of freedo m* and the clutching assembly in the second mode is configured to 
iee&tablis h_thc operative association between the manipulator and the controller after the 
surgical instrnment or input device has been repositioned. 

Claim 17 (canceled). 

Claim 1 8 (new): A method for repositioning a master control relative to its 
associated slave in a robotic surgical system during a minimally invasive surgical 
proceduiie» comprising: interrupting a control loop between a master control and a slave; 
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locking the slave in its position at the time of the intemiptioA: locking an orientation of 
the master control at the time of the interruption while floating its transladonal 
movement; translationally moving the master control to a desired position; and 
uiiintemipting the control loop between the master control and the slave. 

Claim 19 (new); The method according to claim 18» wherein the locking of the slave 
in its position comprises: storing the position of the slave in a memory; and maintaining 
the slave at that position using a slave-side control loop that is operative during the 
intemiption of the control loop between the master control and the slave. 

Claim 20 (new): The method according to claim 18, wherein the locking of the . 
master control in its orientation comprises: storing the position of the master control in 
memory^ and maintaining an orientation corresponding to that position of the master 
control using a master-side control loop that is operative during the interruption of the 
control loop between the master control and the slave, while allowing translational ' 
movement of the master control. 

Claim 21 (new); The method according to claim 20, wherein substantially at the 
time of unintttiupting the control loop between the master control and the slave* a new 
position of the master control resulting from its translational movement during the 
interrupting of the control loop is associated with the locked position of the slave so that 
the control loop does not detennine an error in the position of the master control and does ' 
not attempt to conect that em)r after the uninterrupting of the control loop. 

Claim 22 (new): The xnethod according to claim 18, wherein the intenupting of the 
control loop between the master control and the slave is initiated by a us^ of the master 
control activating an input device. 

Claim 23 (new); The method according to claim 21. wherein the input device is 
activated by the voice of the user. 

Applic. SaiBl No.: lQrt)52,204 . 5 . Arty. Doctel No.: 017516^1320U5 



800/90011 



I8l?l82580t? XVJ 8i:80 5002/81/01 



